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situated in the septum mobile. This construction of the
lobe of the nose can often be distinctly recognized by a
shallow vertical groove, but still more plainly if, as it
sometimes happens, one cartilage projects beyond the
other.

The Muscles of the Nose.

The great advantage of the mobility of those parts of
the nose which are in close proximity to the nostrils,
especially the alse of the nose, is that by this means the
entrance of air into the nasal cavity can be regulated.
It is true that this arrangement chiefly affects the organ
of smell, but this fact is in itself a reason why a
certain amount of importance should attach to the
quantity of air admitted. The development of this
mobility into actual motion is, of course, due to certain
muscles, the disposition of which we find to be such that
some produce an alteration in the width of the nostril,
while others affect its position. Here, again, much is
attained by the smallest means, for it is through the
action of four muscles only that all this is accomplished.
There are, indeed, other smaller muscles distributed over
the surface of the nose, but these are much too unimpor-
tant to exercise any perceptible influence, even where
they are fully developed, which, however, is very rarely
the case. Their whole value lies in the fact that they
are indications of similarly arranged, but much more
powerful and therefore more active, muscles in the
lower animals.

Of the four muscles mentioned above, the largest is
the one which distends the nostril by raising the ala of
the nose. It arises upon the side of the bony external
nose, close to the inner angle of the eye, and descends in a
straight line to the angle between the ala of the nose and